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Children are playing in the river in the Takagi district in the
northeast of the city. The color of the feet inside the river
clearly emerges and you can feel the transparency of the
water flowing here.
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1/ Asakura’s water raises various kinds of vegetables and fruit. 2/ People who come to Asakura for the first time are surprised at the fresh taste of faucet water. 3/ Traditional cormorant fishing in the
Chikugo River has been continuing since around 716. Every year, it starts on May 20 and ends at the end of September. You can see cormorant fishing from a houseboat during the period.
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Asakura is blessed with the natural environment. There are mountains, including Mt. Kosho, Mt. Hei, and Mt. Umami lined in the north. The forest trees in the mountains hold and deliver rainwater to the
earth. Asakura has ideas to return the profit of natural water to citizens. There are two large dams in the city, and the stored water in the dams is mainly used for agricultural, daily life, and industrial
purposes. Furthermore, thanks to the two dams, Asakura has been able to store as much water as it can in the city. Besides the dams, there are many irrigation facilities, and people in Asakura have been
thinking of how to get along well with water through the ages.The Harazuru hot spring known for the largest amount of spring water in Fukuoka Prefecture serves hot water to relieve fatigue as well.
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Ms. Iwashita has been living in the Takagi district northeast of Asakura for 60 years. She says: This
district is known for its water that is particularly delicious in Asakura. The water is cold in summer and
warm in winter. It is truly hand-friendly water.
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The grace of Asakura’s water is found in various places and scenes. There are historic
sites where Asakura’s water demonstrated its power for irrigation and flood control,
water mills that bring abundant water to farmland, and the hot spring with touchable
hot water that works well on the skin.
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Akizuki’s traditional handmade paper has had a long history since
the age of provincial wars. | boil paper mulberry for about 4 hours to
make it into a fiber, and | carefully filter and make it into Japanese
paper. However, unless fresh water is used, the paper will not last
long and its color development will not occur. This work could not
be accomplished without the benefits of good-quality water.
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Various types of vegetables and fruit are cultivated throughout the year in Asakura, which
benefits from enough water. The environment where people get fresh vegetables and fruit at
any time is delightful.
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The cultivation of water peppers is popular in Asakura, which is supported by eight households that occupy a production share of
70% to 80% in the nationwide market. Asakura’s enough water is useful in the cultivation of water peppers as well.
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Asakura has many producers of vegetables. People find it easy to
purchase vegetables at direct sales outlets in the city, where they

will be able to see the profile of each producer. Asakura is
characterized by residents who enjoy home gardening as well.
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Asakura is one of the prefecture’s largest agricultural areas and it boasts a cultivated land area of 4,600 hectares. Rice, wheat, soybeans, vegetables in various colors, and fruit are raised everywhere in the
plain, mountainous, and other areas in the city. Asakura’s enough water makes its plain area fertile and crops harvested are evaluated to be of high quality. On the other hand, the mountainous area where
pears and persimmons are cultivated has a large temperature difference between day and night. Furthermore, with the benefits of Asakura’s enough water, sweet fruit is brought up. Suizenijinori, an edible
waterweed, is known to be growing only in clear streams. Kuzu, an edible perennial vine, is processed and finished by exposing it many times with cold natural water. Both are unique to Asakura.
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Korokoro Nashi Kobo cultivates 20 types of pears. This place has a
temperature difference of 15°C to 20°C between day and night. It is a

place not to be missed for raising fruit.
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Asakura is dotted with multiple waterwheels of automatic rotary type, i.e., the Hishino triple waterwheels,
Mishima double waterwheels, and Hisashige double waterwheels. Asakura’s enough water moistens its
farmland.
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Asakura’s dairy farming as well as crops, including vegetables and fruit, are famous. A
rare edible water plant called suizenjinori that inhabits only Asakura in Japan is one of
the attractions.

ornr P SMpITCHHR T A IHIS, —

BROBA PR
RRPFHVTTE

hLEWE

HER
LA

—BIXHEE->TH
EEE. BFHIPEZE
KRHAZVEED S,

EROPMEREECOH. LTIRBTT, 407 — )L OHiMAA
HO. EMPS I EPRNELTVWE T, ARDKRICELZ500E
EH HAGBICBLDEBLEMT—DUEDRELTVDIA
TYL, FEGHRNIEEM. REESEMT. &E. 20H
SDPATATRETELBANSNTOEHKEDBTTCTVET,
BAAETICEAEE-THIBIICRELREIENDHDET LD,
BECENOEEZEOHOZ VW UERETEIRELD
SO0 HbBVWALEBWES, i—D&LoThH, BT
PELIMIEICHELLEDEZDLDET I LR, DbiEI0
UVIRBETROANSGRE, TRLTVWET,

My grandfather started persimmon
farming, and | am the third-generation
persimmon farmer. My mother and | have
a persimmon field of 4,000 square meters,
where we harvest approximately 8 tons of
~ persimmons annually. Each tree bears
. approximately 500 persimmons, and my
mother and | take them one after another
before shipping. Asakura has fertile soil,
and there are many vegetable and fruit
producers. | think that Asakura’s
environment where all farmers are in
friendly rivalry makes high-quality produce.
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A traditional festival inherited for a long time in an area means that the richness of the area has
been going on for a long time. Feel the charm of Asakura through festivals and traditional events
held in the city.
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Left/ The Akizuki Castle Gate, which is also called
Kuromon (lit. a black gate) was built in the early Edo
period. People like this area for its beautiful red
leaves in autumn. Top/ The Amagi River Fireworks
Festival is held downstream of the Amagi Bridge
over the Koishiwara River at the end of August. A
memorial service is held after the fireworks.
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Oshiroi Matsuri is held on December 2 every year.
Oshiroi (white powder) is made from new rice that is
ground into flour, dissolved, and put on the face. In
this festival, people paint their faces flushed with sake
(Japanese rice wine) and forecast the crops of the
next year from the painted patterns of their faces.
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Dorouchi Matsuri is designated as an intangible
cultural asset of Fukuoka Prefecture. This festival is
held on the 4th Sunday of March every year.
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Various types of festivals and events are held throughout the year in Asakura. One of them is called Okunchi. Autumn Okunchi festivals are held in several districts in the city, which include Minagi
Okunchi and Hinashiro Okunchi. Okunchi festivals are originally for giving thanks to sound health and bumper crops. Asakura still keeps the tradition. Dorouchi Matsuri (@ mud festival) in spring, Gion
Yamagasa (festivals with floats) in the Shiwa, Kugumiya, and Amagi districts in summer, Okunchi and moon-viewing events in autumn, and Batabata Ichi (an open-air market) and Oshiroi Matsuri (a
face paint festival) in winter reminds people of the arrival of the seasons. Participants can feel the transition of the four seasons on their skin. There are rare festivals that are unusual in other areas.

Come and enjoy these seasonal festivals and events.
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Left/ Eso Hachimangu is a shrine in Asakura enshrining several gods Emperor Ojin, Emperor
Saimei, and Emperor Tenji. Right/ The 1,5600-year old giant camphor tree is called a hideout
forest. This name was given in the age of feudalism when there was a checkpoint, people who
could not pass through the checkpoint hid under the camphor tree until night.
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Old temples, traditional events, and skits as a city-designated intangible folk cultural
asset still remains in Asakura. Asakura ensures that unique views, such as a Japanese
boxwood forest, which cannot be seen in other areas will impress visitors.
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The shishimai featured by Hinashiro
, Okunchi, a famous festival of the shrine, is
a traditional event that has been continuing
here for more than 500 years. It takes more
| than three years for a person to become
an expert in the shishimai performed here.
It is difficult to become an expert and that
is the reason shishimai performers are
proud of their dance and their performance
impresses the spectators. The important
thing is not to force others to inherit the
culture. It is necessary to hand down the
tradition from generation to generation to
those who heartily want to inherit it.
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Ms. Megumi Anarishia Chino

Ms. Sachi Imaizumi

Mr. Shinpei Takada

_Mr. Masato Nishimori
Ms. Tokiko Nishimori -
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Asakura is a city with many residents who came from outside the
prefecture as well as from other areas in the prefecture. Five migrants talk

about their lives in Asakura.
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Photographing in cooperation with Kyouseinosato
This museum utilizes the facilities of Kurokawa Elementary School, which was already closed down.
There is a tea parlor inside, where you can feel free to visit for a cup of coffee.

Mr. Takada selected Asakura in search
of a quiet and calm environment.
Mr. and Ms. Nishimori saw various
areas in Japan, they have been
attracted by Asakura among them
for its rich nature, warm people, and
delicious food. Ms. Chino and Ms.
Imaizumi moved to Asakura in order
to open guesthouses. Currently,
they are studying agriculture.

They moved for various reasons,
and all of them feel the ease of living
in Asakura. There is an expressway
interchange and Asakura has good
access. It is a convenient and
comfortable city if you have a car.
They were impressed with the
abundance of nature and water.
Circle activities in a wide variety,
including tennis, table tennis, golf,
yoga, are active in the Minagi no
Mori area.

It seems that many people think that
the town is well maintained. It means
that it is easy to live in Asakura,
where infrastructure is developed
while the advantage of good rural
life is maintained.

“| came across a wild deer and was
quite surprised. In fact, | can see
various animals, such as boars and
rabbits,” says Mr. Nishimori.

Ms. Chino was invited to a barbecue
by local folks and she had a chance
to eat venison. She says it was like
horse meat sashimi and delicious
with soy sauce. It is unique that they
share such unusual experiences.
Ms. Imaizumi says that he had these
unusual experiences because he was
accepted by the community and
recognized as a community member.
Mr. Nishimori says that it is necessary
to have a proactive attitude to have
connections with the local community,
which include his participation in local
sports events.

When people are settled in the
area, they will be able to see the
surroundings very well. They are
deeply moved by seasonal changes
in views. Everyone says that Asakura
is a scenic area throughout the
year where people can see cherry
blossoms in the spring, fireflies early
in summer, and red leaves in autumn.
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Asakura is working on childcare support and nursing care services for the diverse work styles and lifestyles of people. There
are three child care centers, 16 nursery schools, and 15 schoolchild care centers. The city has a completed mechanism to

raise children.
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Citizens’ voluntary activities are taking place to make Asakura a city that is easy for everyone to live. Disaster prevention activities, such as evacuation drills,
to suit the features of the terrain and land, are conducted in each district. There are 17 district community organizations in the city, and various activities and
events are carried out according to the character and history of each district.
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