My first participation in Asakura Cycling Festival
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From March 8th to 21st, Asakura Cycling Festival was held with participants
from different cities and prefectures. | had the chance to join the Asakura Cycling
Festival as both an assistant and participant.

On the second Sunday of the event, | stood with other members at the main Festival
booth, managed by the Asakura Tourism Association in front of Amagi station.
Attendees started flocking as soon as the stand opened.

There were all kinds of people of all ages, families, groups of friends and
professional cyclists.
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| was in charge of the first step in the booth which concerns hygiene

measures related to the coronavirus pandemic. | had to greet the participants one by
one and ask them to hold out their hands to use the disinfectant spray. Then, | had to

take the temperature of the participants who would note it in a form.
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The other members are responsible for guiding the cyclists in filling out the

form and using properly the special map to collect points and win gifts. Indeed, there
are twenty four points to gain in total by following the map that indicates various
attractions such as buddhist temples, shinto shrines, parks, historical sites and
farmers' markets.
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After two hours at the stand, | took my bicycle to go and try the experience. |

opened the map online and started the adventure. | initially went to Suga Temple,
and it was there that | found the code to download at the entrance. Then, | continued
my way following the map and enjoying the beautiful nature of Asakura! It was the
first time that | participated in such an event! | could go to new places trying different
routes. | liked the fact that we could choose the destination that we like. | was able to
collect seven points and exchanged them for gifts and souvenirs!
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| loved the experience! Even though | have been living in Asakura for over six
months, | have been able to discover new attractions like Minagi Temple. | strongly
recommend it to everyone because you can always have the freedom to choose
your itinerary, the distance you want to do and the places you wish to visit!
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